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people become inert and silent and Maya the illusion that which cannot
be destroyed as the sayings goes, I'll pull them:, I'll pull them, I'll pull them,
(Karshati, Karashati. Karshatyeva) makes people ungrateful, just as blind
men and men with sight look the same in darkness. In the same way, by the
intrigues of the brahmins at Gautama's hermitage one cow had been created
and made to graze on the crops Gautama created that day. On seeing this,
out of regard to the brahmins, Gautama simply touched the cow with a blade
of grass in order to frighten it. The cow fell on the ground as if dead. The
brahmins accused Gautama as a great sinner of cow slaughter. Then the
repentant Gautama entreatingly asked the brahmins about his fate. They
told him that he should bring down to earth, waters of the sacred Ganges
which originally sprung out from the feet of Lord Vishnu adoring the massive
matted hair of Lord Shiva and bathe in it and then only he would be requited of
his sins. Then, after a long penance,Gautama achieved his purpose and brought
water as stipulated, bathed in it and thus the river named Godavari flows
there serving the humanity. Then the seven sages took leave of Gautama
and took one branch each of the sacred river to their hermitages and so this
mighty river Godavari flowing in its fullness upto Rajamahendravaram,
branches off into seven at Dhawaleswaram. , And the land basins that are
filled with the waters of the confluence of the seven rivers abound with crops,
and this place is popularly known as Konaseema. There are a number of
land holdings for brahmins here.
This is the district of Kakinada which is deriving an annual revenue
of eight lakh varahas (nearly thirty two lakh rupees). The villages are perhaps
divided into divisions and after permanent assessment is made, auctioned in
public. Therefore the moneyed merchant community from beyond the Kalinga
country took such lands publicly auctioned by the English Government. They
took to the appellations of the Government shunning the native humility and
tradition. Merchant community of Goura sect, from this place onwards upto
Dravida country, similarly accepted the Government appellations, I think.
The weaver community cDevangas' from Srikakulam downwards wear 'Linga3
(A small case containing the emblem of Shiva worn dangling on the breast
by the followers ofsaiva religion) and a good number of brahmins upto
Nellore do likewise I surmised. The burden of administration is borne
according to tradition by the Telagas (Velamas) and Kshatriyas, related to the
Vijayanagar ruling family of this Kalinga Andhra parts.
This town is on the banks of Godavari. Brahmin community here is
very learned and they are very devout in acts like Yagnas and Yagas (the rites
of offering sacrifices). Rajamahendravaram was for sometime under the domain
of Hyderabad and hence inhabited by a number of non-Aryans. There were
a few traitors among the administrators at Taluk level who proclaimed them-
selves rulers and taking the opportunity of the internal feuds, the English
occupied this country. But these three districts are still infested by the wicked.
Atrocious crimes like treason and dacoity are still rampant in these parts.
Unable to quell these disturbances and save the people, the English are running